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his office. When the strike was called off at the end of the week by the Confederation of Labour, Mussolini denounced the Labour leaders for this ' act of treason V
But bigger and blacker clouds were spreading over the sky, the clouds of war. The murder at Sarajevo had set free the hounds of Mars and soon the whole world heard thek baying.
And what did Mussolini, the anti-militarist, the internationalist, the fiery orator, do ?
Here is a time-table of his chief actions from July to November, 1914. Facts speak for themselves and no interpretation could be more eloquent.
From July to October, Benito Mussolini was one of the originators and vigorous proponents of formula of ' absolute neutrality' for Italy in the war. A little later he advocated a formula of ' relative (or conditional) neutrality/ which meant that the Socialist position in the event of Italy's intervention should be determined according to the changing circumstances. There followed a passionate controversy in the Socialist Party regarding its neutrality stand.